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that, while the Department’s intent is in the 
right place in regard to this rulemaking, its ef-
forts have ultimately been misplaced. For me, 
concerns remain for the future of low-balance 
IRA holders who may be orphaned if the DOL 
abandons the brokerage model in favor of ei-
ther ‘‘do it yourself’’ online tools, that are often 
times confusing to average investors, or an 
advisory model, that typically is out of the 
price range of average consumers and re-
quires a high minimum balance for account 
holders. Further, questions remain over the 
extent of the coordination between DOL and 
the SEC. The letters I’ve seen between the 
agencies are superficial in nature and certainly 
do not give the indication that any substantial 
conversations have occurred on the issue. Fi-
nally, DOL has not quelled the fears of advi-
sors and broker-dealers that believe that liabil-
ity concerns might curb access to basic finan-
cial information for consumers if a broad fidu-
ciary definition is adopted. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2374 is not an ideal bill 
and I do have reservations about the prece-
dent this legislation may set in regard to the 
regular order process for agency rulemakings. 
However, as I noted above, the Department of 
Labor has not given me full faith that this proc-
ess is moving forward in a responsible man-
ner, especially given its shared jurisdiction 
with the SEC. 

Especially in these uncertain economic 
times, this Congress must be focused on 
incentivizing responsible investment and aug-
menting access to financial literacy and edu-
cation. I do not believe these tests have been 
met successfully thus far by DOL and because 
of the potentially stifling affect a shortsighted 
rule may have on the national economy, I will 
lend my support to the Retail Investor Protec-
tion Act. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and honor Patrick W. 
Emery, who, along with his law partners at 
Abbey, Weitzenberg, Warren & Emery, is a re-
cipient of the Sonoma County Bar Associa-
tion’s 2013 Career of Distinction Award. This 
is the highest honor presented by the Associa-
tion and it is, indeed, well deserved. 

Mr. Emery has been a trial lawyer in 
Sonoma County for 38 years and is one of the 
leading plaintiff’s attorneys in Northern Cali-
fornia specializing in wrongful death, product 
failures, medical negligence and consumer 
class action litigation. He has won some of the 
largest jury verdicts ever awarded in Sonoma 
County. 

For his work, Mr. Emery has consistently 
been recognized as a Northern California 
Super Lawyer. Super Lawyers is a rating serv-
ice that selects outstanding lawyers from more 
than 70 practice areas who have attained a 
high degree of peer recognition and profes-
sional achievement. The selection process is 
multi-phased and includes independent re-
search, peer nominations and peer evalua-
tions. 

Mr. Emery has served as President of the 
Sonoma County Bar Association and as a 

Judge Pro Tem of the Sonoma County Supe-
rior Court. 

He is a frequent continuing education lec-
turer on civil litigation and has taught Trial 
Practice at Empire College of Law in Santa 
Rosa and currently teaches in the Trial Advo-
cacy Workshop at Stanford Law School. 

Mr. Emery’s community involvement in-
cludes service as the President of the Sonoma 
County Fair and the Volunteer Center of 
Sonoma County as well as the Chair of the 
Sonoma County Civil Service Commission. 

Mr. Speaker, Patrick Emery has been an 
outstanding attorney in Sonoma County for 38 
years. He is respected and held in high es-
teem by his peers as is reflected in the honor 
he has received from the Sonoma County Bar 
Association. It is therefore appropriate that we 
honor him today. 
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Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of one of my constituents, 
Jane A. Davis, of Greensburg, Indiana. 

Jane was a longtime resident of Greens-
burg, working in manufacturing at PrintPack 
for 33 years before her retirement in 1999. On 
a personal note, my brother Rich and I have 
very fond memories of summer evenings 
spent at Jane’s house after days playing ball 
and riding bikes with her son Chad. Their 
friendships, and the friendship of their entire 
family, were a very important part of our child-
hood. Those memories will never be forgotten. 

I ask the entire 6th District to keep Jane’s 
children, Kim, Tammy, Lee Ann, Jodi, Brad, 
and Chad, along with the entire extended 
Davis family in your thoughts and prayers. 

f 

HONORING JOHN J. DIPPEL 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 30, 2013 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to John J. Dippel of 
Westfield, Indiana. He passed away on Sep-
tember 21, 2013, at the age of 75. John was 
an outstanding civil servant who served both 
Westfield and the state of Indiana with integ-
rity. 

A graduate of Sacred Heart High School in 
Indianapolis, now Roncalli High School, John 
Dippel began his service to our great nation in 
the United States Army, where he served in 
the 82nd Airborne Division for two years. After 
his military service, he began working for Indi-
ana Bell/Ameritech for over thirty years before 
his retirement in 1994. John then began a 
second career in advertising promotions be-
fore being elected to the Westfield Town 
Council, later the Westfield City Council, in 
2007. 

In 2008, Westfield was officially recognized 
as a city. John was an instrumental part of this 
significant change for the community he loved. 
He also assisted with the planning and imple-
mentation of Grand Park as a member of the 

Financial Committee and the Westfield Sport 
Commission. This 400-acre sports campus will 
host athletic competitions, local, regional and 
national sports tournaments, and community 
sporting events. 

John J. Dippel was a community leader and 
a patriot. I am proud that exceptional citizens 
and public servants, such as John, call my 
district home and am honored to recognize his 
life’s work today. My condolences and well 
wishes go out to his wife of 52 years, 
Marcyann; his sons, Nick, Joe and Daniel and 
daughters, Maura Kautsky and Andrea Doran; 
14 grandchildren; one great-grandchild; and 
his sister, Mary Heisig. My thoughts and pray-
ers are with the family during this difficult time. 
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Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the 70th anniversary 
of America’s premier weapons development 
center, the Naval Air Weapons Station 
(NAWS) China Lake, which is located in 
Ridgecrest, California, which I represent. 

China Lake was originally established as the 
Naval Ordnance Test Station (NOTS) in the 
Indian Wells Valley of California to serve the 
needs of the Navy-Caltech wartime rocket pro-
gram. This location was chosen due to its 
near-perfect flying weather and incredible visi-
bility. Testing began a month after NOTS was 
formally established and shortly thereafter the 
Secretary of the Navy expanded its mission to 
lead the Navy in research, development, and 
testing of weapons, a mission China Lake still 
carries out to this day. 

Since being founded during World War II, 
China Lake has been critical in the develop-
ment of our nation’s defense capabilities in 
every major conflict, including the war in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. One of China Lake’s notable 
developments occurred in 1950, when sci-
entists and engineers developed the air-inter-
cept missile (AIM). Known more commonly as 
the Sidewinder, the AIM has become the 
world’s most recognized air-to-air missile and 
is one of many weapons that have been de-
veloped or tested at China Lake. Other promi-
nent rockets and missiles developed or tested 
at China Lake include the Mighty Mouse, Zuni, 
Shrike, Joint Stand-off Weapon (JSOW) and 
Joint Direct-Attack Munition (JDAM), all of 
which have given and continue to give our 
military the capabilities needed to maintain 
combat superiority over current and future 
threats. 

Spanning over three counties and covering 
more than 1,100,000 acres, Naval Air Weap-
ons Station China Lake is currently home to 
several commands and detachments that work 
together each day in support of our 
warfighters. These include: the Naval Air War-
fare Center Weapons Division (NAWCWD), 
which serves within the Naval Air Systems 
command to maintain the highest standards of 
excellence in weapons development for the 
Navy; the Air Test and Evaluation Squadron 
THREE ONE (VX–31) and the Air Test and 
Evaluation Squadron NINE (VX–9), which pro-
vide the essential expertise needed to plan 
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